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This No matter how long it’s
Christmas
come home

to Augustana

been, your church home is
still here.

This Christmas, come
home, remember what this
t place means to you.
Christmas Eve
Candlelight - Dec. 24 at
530 PM

Christmas Morning
Worship - Dec. 25 at
10AM

Come as you are. Come
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home to the love of Christ.




Thoughts from the Pastor...

Come Home to Church

There is a deep and holy longing within every human heart longing for a place to belong,
a community to stand with, and a foundation strong enough to hold us when life shakes
us. In the midst of busy schedules, shifting priorities, and the constant noise of the world,
many people quietly carry a sense of spiritual homesickness. They may not always name
it, but it’s there: the desire to come home.

The Church—Christ’s Church—has always been that home. Not a perfect place, not a
sanctuary free from struggle, but a grace-filled family where God meets us with
forgiveness, peace, and purpose. As the Psalmist declares, “I was glad when they said to
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!”” (Psalm 122:1). The joy of gathering is not
simply in attending a building, but in returning to the presence of the One who restores
our souls.

In recent years, many have drifted—some intentionally, many quietly and gradually. Yet
God continually invites: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest.” The invitation is not to a task but to a relationship. Not to guilt, but to
grace.

Coming home to church is about reconnecting with the rhythms that shape us: worship
that re-centers our hearts; Scripture that grounds our lives; community that encourages
and challenges us; service that redirects our focus from self to neighbor. These aren’t
add-ons to life, they are lifelines.

When people return to church, they rediscover something essential: We were never
meant to walk through life on our own. The early Christians knew this deeply. Acts 2
describes believers gathering, praying, learning, sharing meals, and supporting one
another. Their community wasn’t based on convenience; it was based on Christ. The
same invitation stands for us today.

For those who have been away for a season, whether a few months or many years, this is
a gentle and hopeful invitation: Come home. Come home to worship. Come home to
fellowship. Come home to the grace of Christ poured out freely for you. And for those
already here, this is a call to be people of welcome, extending Christ’s hospitality with
open arms and open hearts.

As a congregation, may we reflect the love of the Father who always rejoices when His
children return. And may all who walk through our doors find what every heart longs
for: a place to belong, a community to walk with, and a Savior who calls each of us His
own.

Peace,
Pastor Scott
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We rememberin
prayer our brothers
and sisters in (Christ,

our shut~ins, our

hosPitalizecl) ill or
recovering, and all our
men and women

serving in the military.

Deaths \

None in November

Baptisms \

None in November

First Communion or
Confirmation

None in November

Weddings \

None in November

Hospitalized \

Claire Sudroff

New Members

None in November

Visitor Deadline

Deadline to get

articles into the

January Visitor
Is

December 23rd




Committees &
Gatherings

Augustana Food Baskets

Please Call

Altar Guild for November

Lois & Sarah MacMuillian

Offering Stewards

Jenni Roberts, Monica Deck,
Chuck Daniels, Walt Yovanovich
& Paul Allen

Birthday Offerings

Gail Dayhoff, Jane Freeman, Allen
Wozniak, Fay Forsythe, Jean
Davis, Jennifer Gould, Joan
Wineinger, Will Roberts

Next food pantry is December
16th, we helped 12 families in the
Month of November & 4 walk-in.
Augustana Families,

There are food pantry bags
available anytime to be picked up
or you can pick one up on Sunday

Please call the church office to make us
aware if you or a loved one has been
admitted to the hospital. Although some
hospitals ask about your church
affiliation during the admitting process,
they do not always call to let us know
that you are there.

leaving church and we are

accepting monetary donations too.

Noisy Offering

We are giving gift cards and non-
perishable food to our food pantry
people. We appreciate all of the
support we receive from our
Augustana family.

Please try to help if you are
able. We also need Monetary

On the last Sunday of every month the
Sunday school children will be collecting
loose change from the congregation
during the offering. The money collected
is used to for Evangelism and to promote
Augustana’s ministry to our community.

Donation’s! ‘

Donut Angel

Thank You for all you do!

Worship & Music

Augustana’s Website ‘

Worship & Music meets December
2nd at 5:30pm. Come join us. We
are always looking for new
members!

Bible Study

Pastor Scott has a Bible Study that
meets every Wednesday morning at
9:00 am. All are welcome!

Altar Guild

Altar Guild is looking for metal
cans the size of what pineapple
juice or tomato juice come in. No
more coffee cans.

Visit our WEBSITE!
augustanahobart.com

(A great way to view the worship
service and weekly news, if you can’t
make it to church).

We are looking for 2 or 3 people to be
the Donut Angel in December.

Would you like to be a donut Angel? See
Jackie in the church office. It’s a lot of
fun!!

Ken & Heidi Moore took donuts to
Physical Therapy at Powers in Hobart.
Elaine Belt took donuts to USS Crane
Repair & Merrillville Police Dept.

Also, look us up on Facebook @
Augustana Lutheran Church

Gift Bags for Shut-in’s
Items Needed

ELCA. It’s a great way to
communicate and stay
connected.

(This is our private page.)
Watch Sunday morning services
at 10:00 am on Facebook —
AugustanalutheranChurch-
Hobart

Sunday School

2026 Flower Chart

Sunday School meets every Sunday
from 9:00-9:45am, in the Social
Hall. Pre-K through 5" grade are
welcome.

Property

The property committee meets the
1% Thursday of the month at 4pm in
the Narthex. The next meeting is
December 4th. Everyone is
welcome!!

| just wanted to remind everyone,
that when you sign up for flowers
please sign up on the flower chart
in the hallway as well as fill out
the white paper located below the
flower chart. Return the white
paper into the church office, so it
can be put into the church bulletin
correctly! Also, please take a

It is that time of year; we are collecting
items for shut-in Christmas gift bags. We
need ink pens and note paper, stamps,
hand & body lotions, bar soap & pump
soaps, chap sticks, eye glass cleaning
cloths, large print puzzle books, wall
calendars & pocket calendars, slipper
S0X, pocket hand sanitizers.

PLEASE, no greeting cards needed!!
There will be a box marked for SHUT -
INS in the Narthex. Please bring things in
by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7th. Once
the bags are assembled, we will need
volunteers to help us distribute them
before Christmas. Thank you in
advance! These are always well received
by everyone. Questions, you can call
Jennifer Gould 219-741-3154 or Linda
Wozniak 219-763-7357.

flower fund envelope to be used to

Save the Date

put the money in for the flowers.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Annual Meeting is
January 25" 2026 at 11:30




Baptism & The Divine Child

We are all exactly where we are supposed to be, and God has us in His loving hands. How do we know that? Because here we
are, right now, in this moment, with the people we are meant to be with, in the season God has placed us in. Advent reminds
us that God enters our lives not in perfect timing or perfect order, but right in the middle of our chaos.

Our inner child, that scared little part of us that still lives inside, does not always trust that. That inner child gets anxious,
lonely, rejected, jealous, and sometimes angry at God for not giving us the life we imagined. It wants to be someone better,
someone stronger, someone more noticed. That inner voice often forgets that God’s validation is far more real than anything
the world can offer. The truth is, we do not automatically believe that God loves us. We have to come to believe it again and
again. That is why Advent is such a gift. It gives us space to wait, to listen, and to rediscover that the light of Christ shines
even in our darkness. The Divine Child has much to teach us.

Through our baptism, we are forever linked to the only true Power that can bring peace to our restless hearts, the living Christ
who came and who still comes. Baptism, in its mysterious grace, holds two great truths: it puts to death the old self and raises
us into new life. That means the false stories we tell ourselves such as “I’m not enough,” “I don’t matter,” or “God forgot
me,” are drowned in those baptismal waters. Out of that same water, a new creation rises, beloved, forgiven, and free. Peter
wrote, “We have received a precious faith through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, not through our
own.” That is the heart of Advent hope. God remains faithful even when we are not. He keeps His promises even when we
falter. And that takes a lot of pressure off of us. As we journey through Advent, we are invited to unwrap the five gifts of
discipleship, and turn our attention to the Divine Child.

The Gift of Community. We are not saved into isolation but into belonging. The church is the family where our fears meet
faith, where our doubts meet grace, and where our inner child can rest knowing they are home.

The Gift of God’s Word. In a world of constant noise, Scripture speaks quietly but clearly: “Do not be afraid.” Every
reading, every psalm, every candle we light on the Advent wreath whispers that Christ is coming and is already here.

The Gift of the Good News. Advent teaches us to listen for the angels’ song again: “Good news of great joy for all people.”
That means us too. The gospel is not a past event but a living promise breaking into our present.

The Gift of Service. Out of gratitude for mercy, we serve others. Service is how we embody the incarnation. God’s Word
becomes flesh through our hands, our compassion, and our willingness to show up for one another.

The Gift of Justice and Peace. Christ’s birth was not announced in the halls of power but in the fields of laborers. God’s
justice always begins with the least, the lost, and the overlooked. Our calling is to live as peacemakers in a divided world, to
name the demons of despair and fear, and to stand firm in the hope of Emmanuel, God with us. My dear Augustana, Advent is
not just about waiting for Christmas. It is about waking up to the God who is already present. You are where you are meant to
be. The light is still coming, AND it is already here.

Yours in loving service,
Chaplain Chris

Advent Devotion to Divine Mercy and the Divine Child Jesus

This Advent, come and rest in the loving presence of Christ. Join us Thursday December 4th, 11th and 18th at 4pm
in the sanctuary for prayer, song, Scripture, and reflection as we turn our hearts toward the mercy of God made
flesh in the Holy Child of Bethlehem. Together we will lift up the needs of our families, our community, and the
world, entrusting all things to the One whose compassion has no end. In the quiet beauty of this season, we will
learn again how to wait with Mary, how to trust God’s promises, and how to welcome the coming of Jesus with
hope and humility. All are welcome to this time of peace, healing, and spiritual renewal. Come as you are and
receive the grace that Advent offers.




December Birthday’s

Council Notes November 13, 2025

3 - Mrs. Dianna Janes
5 — Mr. Fred Buczek
6 —Mr. David Husek Il
9 — Ms. Carol Kannowski, Mrs. Lou Kahn
10 -Mrs. Deborah Husek, T. J. Keen
15 —Ms. Kayla Husted, Mrs. Christine Gray,
Mrs. Candice Burton,
Mrs. Christine Kostbade,
16 -Mrs. Juli Whiteman
18 -Mrs. Donna Roth, Mrs. Amy Mariani
19 - Ms. Renee Shannon
Mrs. Betty Soderstrom
20- Mr. Robert Tosch
22 - Mrs. Eleanor Ansburg
24 - Mr. Tim Zorn
25 - Julia Morales
27 -Koryn Wietbrock
28- Janine Limpus
29- Mr. David Ansburg
31 - Mrs. Melinda Reinhart
Mrs. Patty Snyder
Mrs. Kristina Vincent

Cocoa, Cookies & Carols

Sunday December 14%

In the Social Hall between services.

Bring a tray of your Christmas cookies
to share over a cup of hot cocoa and
some Christmas carols with friends.

Staff Reports

Pastor- Pastor Scott shared that the Church is
moving into the special stretch of the church year
with Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas.
Advent begins on Sunday November 30", Our
theme this year will be “Our Dear Christ Enters
In”. There will be one Christmas Eve service at
5:30 pm and a Christmas Day morning service at
10 am.

Chaplain/SAM- Chris conveyed his vision for
our Church with a three-pronged approach to the
future.

1. Standing with the Recovery Community

2. Welcoming Those Seeking a New Spiritual
Home

3. Deepening relationships through Generosity

Chris also suggested that the Church’s mission

statement be revised. He created a Christmas

postcard that will be sent to all church members

about the Christmas services.

Office Manager — Jackie said that she asked the
Foundation Committee for funds to help with gift
cards for those in need during the holidays. Ruth
Wilkinson and others will be passing out frozen
turkeys and pumpkin pies before Thanksgiving.
The 24-day Advent calendars have been made.
Pastor Scott bought the boxes for the items on the
calendar to be placed into. Members can pick up
the calendars and boxes soon.

Next Church Council Meeting: Wednesday,
December 10, 2025 at 6:30 pm




Food Pantry — Advent Calendar

If you would like to participate in the Advent Calendar:

Please take a box, (located in the Narthex) purchase the items on the Advent Calendar (which is on the back of
the calendar), place items in the box and return to church by 12/31/25. The cost of the items is $53.00. If you
would like to just donate $53.00, please put it in the offering plate and someone will shop for you!

Thank You!

Augustana Food Pantry

Thank You

Dear Augustana Church Families,

We want to extend our heartfelt thanks for your wonderful support of our 500 Turkey Food Drive. Thanks to
your generosity, we collected over 200 boxes of brownies to help provide meals for more than 4000 families in
need right here in NWI. Your willingness to give reflects the true spirit of Augustana—serving others with joy
and compassion.

In gratitude,
Caring committee




Augustana Foundation News

After a few years of minimal returns, we finally had healthy harvest of interest and dividends during this
calendar year! The Augustana Foundation allows our church to make a difference in the communities outside
the walls of our church one grant at a time. Helping with food insecurity is an important mission of Augustana

that the Foundation also supports. We are also mindful of those important causes brought to our attention by
the members of the congregation.

The Augustana Foundation is proud to announce the following grant recipients for 2025!

Answer for Pregnancy Aid of Hobart $2,000

Caring Place of Valparaiso 2,000
Excelsior Equestrian Center of Hobart 1,000
Hobart Food Pantry ** 5,000
Lutheran World Relief 3,000
Night Ministry of Chicago 3,000
Pastor's Discretionary Fund 3,000
St. Jude House of Crown Point 2,000
Augustana Food Pantry ** 5,000
Augustana Food Pantry Holidays ** 3,000
Erin's Farm of Hobart 2,000
Humane Society of Hobart 3,000
Himalayan Cataract Project 1,000
Operation Christmas Child 1,000
Spastic Paraplegia Foundation 2,000
Gary Harm Reduction 3,000

$41,000

**Due to the recent government shut down issues, we decided to fund the local food pantries at a much higher
level than previous years.
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"For it is in givmg that
we receive.’

-St. Francis of Assisi




The Caring Committee Ministry

Hobart Humane Society

The Hobart Humane Society is a great place to volunteer. Dogs benefit from volunteers assisting the staff with
walking and playing. Volunteers do need to be 18 years or older. Please call ahead at 219-942-0103 to schedule
a time.

The animals are in need of the items listed below. Please drop off items directly to the Hobart Humane Society
at 2054 IN 130, Hobart which is open Monday through Wednesday 11:00 to 4:00, Thursday closed, Friday
through Sunday 11:00 to 4:00.

gently used blankets

gently used towels

bleach

dog and cat food

paper towels

Caring (Committee) Ministry

Blessing Box
Peyton Griffith brought the blessing box to Augustana with the idea of providing food for individuals who are

living in their vehicles or do not have access to kitchen appliances. When donating please consider items that
can be opened easily such as soup cans with pop tabs, pouches of tuna, and items that can be resealed. We
appreciate your continued support.

Caring (Committee) Ministry

Sheila’s Angel Tree

The Caring Committee will be starting the Sheila's Angel Tree on November 9th. Each child has 5 cards with
wishes for Christmas. Some of the wishes include things that are needed and a few wants. The gifts will be due
on December 7th. We will have wrapping paper outside the Angel Tree sign-up Station. We thank you in
advance for your support to give the children a beautiful Christmas!

We have also begun gathering gifts for Sheila’s Angel Tree Ministry. If your family has taken an angel tag,
please remember to return the gifts wrapped by December 7th and labeled with a gift tag so we can ensure
each child receives their intended items.

Thank you again for being a blessing to our community and for living out Christ’s love in such meaningful
ways.

In gratitude,
Caring committee,
Sarah, Heidi, Rebecca & Andrea




Venture to VU in October
219.464.5000 - 1700 CHAPEL DRIVE, VALPARAISO, IN 46383-6493 USA - valpo.edu
BY Colette L Williams

Make your plans now to start your Christmas Season at Valparaiso University.
(All events are free to the public unless otherwise noted.)

Musica Viva
Tuesday, December 2, 2:00 p.m.
Chapel of the Resurrection

Julefest!
Tuesday, December 2, 7:00 p.m.
Chapel of the Resurrection

Musica Viva
Thursday, December 4, 2:00 p.m.
Duesenberg Recital Hall

Christmas at Valpo

Friday, December 5 and Saturday, December 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Chapel of the Resurrection

To purchase individual tickets, shop online or purchase in person at the Center for the Arts.

TubaChristmas
Sunday, December 7, 3:15 p.m.
Chapel of the Resurrection

Concert to honor Richard Watson: Love for Mr. Loblo
Sunday, December 7, 7:00 p.m.

Chapel of the Resurrection

Hope to see you on campus!



tel:12194645000
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_561900238016712752_m_2155128487638284508_m_-8275169698254815498_m_-5661960548437709092_
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wzjgeh/wfo2qw/k2t0m0
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?ticketing=vuca

S.A.M. Report December 2025

A Three-Pronged Vision for Augustana’s Future

As we look ahead, we are asking how Augustana can serve our community with renewed purpose. The Spirit is
already at work among us. Our challenge is to follow where God is leading: toward healing, welcome, and
relationship.

Here is a simple picture of where our future growth can come from—three directions that grow naturally out of
who we already are.

1. Standing with the Recovery Community

Many in our area are walking the hard but hope-filled path of recovery. These neighbors long for grace, honesty,
and new beginnings. Augustana can be the church that stands beside them.

We can support local recovery events, host meetings and workshops, and make our sanctuary a spiritual home
where people in recovery feel seen and welcomed. Their journey reminds us of our own daily need for God’s
grace and our shared dependence on a Power greater than ourselves.

2. Welcoming Those Seeking a New Spiritual Home

Across our region, many churches are closing or struggling. Faithful people from Episcopal, Methodist,
Presbyterian, and other traditions are searching for a place where worship feels authentic, Scripture is honored,
and community is real.

Augustana can be that place. We don’t need to compete with anyone. We simply need to be who we are: Christ-
centered, rooted in Word and Sacrament, and openhearted. When we remain faithful, those seeking stability and
belonging will find their home here.

3. Deepening Relationships Through Generosity

Our Food Pantry already blesses many people each month. This ministry is part of our identity: meeting real
needs with real compassion. The future invites us to go even deeper—not only giving food, but building
relationships.

Learning names, listening to stories, and offering prayer turns charity into community. When people experience
friendship here, they discover that Augustana is not only a place of provision but a place of belonging.

One Mission, Three Expressions

These three directions—recovery, welcome, and generosity—form one united mission: to be a church where the
broken are healed, the displaced are welcomed, and the hungry are fed in Christ’s name.

We are not simply preserving a building. We are cultivating a mission. And we trust that the God who has
carried us this far will continue to guide, provide, and bless.

Yours in loving service,

Chaplain Chris




L News from the Property Committee
The Property Committee has been very busy this past month. We had our first snow storm before the leaves had
even fallen off of the trees. The snow has melted and the leaves have been raked, blown & picked up, thanks to
Jack France. The areas by the fire pit and the fence line are being cleared. The property looks wonderful. There
have been a few people who have expressed interest in the church garden and pulling weeds next year. The annex
gutters have been cleaned and garage light fixtures have been replaced.
The committee got several estimates for replacing the windows, the quotes have been given to the Finance
Committee and Church Council for their considerations. We have a volunteer to paint the basement restrooms.
There has been some work done with electrical updates and new lighting.
The committee has decided to have a work party every month to tackle some of the items on our list. If you’re
interested in sharing your talent and skills, please join us at our next property meeting. The Property Committee
meeting is Thursday, December 4th at 4:00.
Menards rebate and gift cards are always a welcomed gift to the church.
Please consider becoming a part of the committee that takes care of God’s House.

ATTENTION

We are looking for someone to help out with Tech Ministry on Sunday morning at the 10am
service.

It consist of making sure the service is broadcasting and that it is recorded. Please let Anne
McDonald or Jackie know if you’re interested.

SAVE THE DATE

Cocoa, Cookies & Carols

Sunday December 14"

In the Social Hall between services.

Bring a tray of your Christmas cookies to share over a cup of hot cocoa and some
Christmas carols with friends.

On Line Giving

If you are interested in Online Giving please sign into the link below and create an Account. Please ONLY USE
CHECKING ACCOUNTS when setting up Online Giving.

Augustana will be charged additional fees if you use a debit or credit card, so we encourage you not to use these.
osvhub.com/augustanahobart/funds

If you would like envelopes to put your offering in, please see Jackie in the office!!
If you switch to online giving, please let me know so | can stop the delivery of your envelopes.

Paper Recycling Bin Pop Tabs, Old Glasses & Cell Phones
Please bring your old newspapers, magazines and flattened We are still collecting pop tabs, old glasses & cell phones.
cardboard to church with you and drop it off in the Paper Please bring them in and put them on the table in the
Retriever Bin, located in the parking lot. It’s been moved next hallway by the coat racks.
to the trash bin.

Free Magazine’s

Did you know that we have free Lutheran magazines in the hallway by the church office for you to pickup?
There’s The Lutheran Journal, The Lutheran Message & Christ in Our Home (Quarterly Devotion Book)



http://osvhub.com/augustanahobart/funds

Recipe from the Church Kitchen

Cup of Everything Cookies
Cream: 1 cup sugar
1 cup softened butter
1 cup packed light brown sugar

Add: 2 eggs
1 cup oil
2 tsp. vanilla, mix well

Sift or mix in separate bowl: 3 % cup flour
1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. cream of tarter

1 tsp. salt

Add dry ingredients — mix well

In a separate bowl mix together special ingredients: 1 cup Rice Krispy’s cereal, 1 cup oatmeal, 1 cup coconut, 1
cup chopped walnuts, 1 cup chocolate chips ( | use % cup chocolate chips, ¥4 cup butterscotch chips & ¥4 cup heath
pieces). Mix well.

Cream sugar, brown sugar, and butter. Mix well. Add eggs, oil and vanilla. Mix well. Add dry ingredients, mixing
well, then add special dry ingredients mixing well.

Drop by tsp. on ungreased cookie sheet & bake 350 degrees for 10-12 min.

Jackie Fitzgerald
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